THE  REGENERATION OF  BRITAIN

heretic) had a more important role to play. Conventional wis-
dom in religion (and political ideology too, for that matter) has
a higher rate of obsolescence in a modern society than at any
time in the past. Just as scientific archaeological discoveries
enable us to understand and interpret the Scriptures more
accurately and make a nonsense of fundamentalism, so the
emergence of contemporary problems may invalidate the
practical teaching of the Church on certain questions. Dr
Jacob's conflict with the Chief Rabbi demonstrates the former,
and Dr Anne Biezanek's courageous stand in favour of birth
control demonstrates the latter. These are creative "heretics"
who are choosing for themselves and challenging directly
what they are told they must believe. For some people they
are going too fast and for others their revolution may seem
pitifully inadequate. But what is important is not whether
their pace, or direction, is right but the simple fact of their
self-questioning.

Those who, for honest reasons of personal belief, are pre-
pared to stand by a principle have established something that
is of far greater importance than the details of what they
advocate. Events may often prove them to have been wrong.
The borderline between a crank and a prophet is not always
easy to draw. But, whatever the verdict of history may be,
heretics must rank beside heroes as people who demonstrate in
their lives the full, unquenchable and inexhaustible genius
inherent in man's nature.
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